132                       SHORT STORIES

You have merely the satisfaction of admitting
their superiority.     Anything  might happen to
you:  the brahmin does not care and does not
come to your help.   You go to them and say
that someone has converted you to his religion
and ask to be taken back: these men say stub-
bornly, no.   This is clear from the story of Nara-
simha.   Hinduism has a one-way valve.   Any
one may go out of it but no one can get into it:
and lest any one should get into it the brahmins
mount guard.   The third defect in this religion
is the mass of dubious things that practice has
developed in its observances.   A religion should
strive for purity.   It should strive to give up
what is impure.   In Hinduism on the contrary,
cast your eye where you will, you see what is
impure.   The God of the Hindus cannot get on
unless he has a wife.   Several of their Gods have
several wives.    Of the chief incarnation of a
major God of the religion, the main business was
to play with women.   Among sculptures in their
temples you invariably find a number of foul and
obscene figures, nude and in all kinds of postures,
In the cars in which they take their gods out
in procession you find carvings; the two last
panels contain pictures which I would ^not like
to describe.   In the car in this town,- for example: